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` KIRKCALDY. 


. Feb. 31, 19206 


Dear Miss Kilgour: 


eae I duly rocd. your long and interesting Letter of Jan. ilta 
and I have much pleasure as far as possible in replying to it. 


The Kilgour family seems for the most part to be Loonted end 
to have its origin in Fifeshire. There are considerable number in | 
Kirkealdy and generally speaking throughout Fife, altho' they are not 
to be Glassed so far as numbers are concerned with the Browns, Smiths, 
&G. A good many now are also to be found in Dundee, Aberdeen, and the 
North but I apprehend their original home was Fife. The old name of 
the Parish of Falkland was Kilgour and there still exists Kiigeour in 
Knowe and the farm of Kilgour alongside of which is the site of the 4 
Parish Church and Brial Ground. I have verified these facts from the 
Government Ordnance Survey maps. So far for the general =- now as to 
the particuldr. All the Kilgours of this district are or have been of 
lowly origin and degree, and your Grandfather, James Kilgour ,in being 
able to Keep a private school was as far as I am aware a bit higher 
than those of his namesakes. I have taken some trouble to find out his 
school but the oldest inhabitant's memory is blank on the subject and 
never even heard 6f such a "dominee" in Sinclairgown, altho' T think I - 
have located where ‘the school was and so have added to my local kno 
ledge. I daresay if some drastic search were maée among the reg 
existing and kept in Edinburgh a family tree could be compiled and I 
have little doubt that a far off relationship between your Father's 

my own could be established, but I hardly think it worth 
the bother. I, too, was born in Sinelairtowr in 1861. My father was 
seame and weaver, as almost everybody was in those days in Path- : 
head and Sinclairtown, and died in 1865 leaving ty mother a widow with = 
three children without anything but what her own hands could compass. ~ 


I received any school education I got under the benefaction of Philie 
Philp (which no doubt your father is cognisant of) and left goad 


make my way in the world as best I could at the age of 12 1/2 yea: 
At that early age I entered the employment of Ireland & Wishart, Linen 
Manufacturers, as an office boy, and now am managing director of that 
firm. The Treland of Ireland & Wishart was David Ireland, whose mother's 


name was Janet Morton, born in 1777 and died in 1855. This Janet Morton 


was the youngest of seven and had two brothers, Jas. and Robert, who ~ 
emigrated to Ontario with their wives and families. The Jas. Ireland 

to whom you refer was of course a brother of David Ireland and N. D. 
Ireland, son of Jas. I showed your letter to Henry M. Ireland, son of 
David, who gives me the information related. The Lockharts and Trelaends 
have considerable in fact wide verifications in this town. 


I am aware that Kilgour is a name rarely met with outside of 
Scotland and is almost unknown in Canada. I have been a frequent 
traveller in Canada and the U.S.A. having crossed the Atlantic no less 
than 26 times and I have only met the name once in Canada - Kilgour Bros. 


of Toronto. Many a time in the Queen's Hotel, Toronto, and the — 
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of Montrent. have I been rung up on the phone and et with the 

salutation "How are you, Joe" mistaking me for Joe Kilgour of Kilgour 

Bros. Toronto. In Toronto I once had the temerity to call but did 

not find them at home. Of course I never head the opportunity of being | 
in Guelph, altho from Quebec to Winnipeg I know Caneda fairly well. 

- My last visit was in 1914 but since s, due to the War, I have had 

no OcGasion to cross the pond. | 


Since November last I am no longer the Treasurer of the Bu ch, 
a post I held for 19 years, but am now Provost (Mayor) the chief civie 
head of the Town = a position usually much coveted and does not in this 
country carry the odium sometimes associated with it in the U.S.A. and 
Canada but usually carries with it a good deal of respect and esteem. 
My immediate predeeessors were Sir. R.C.Lockhart, a descendant of 
original Ninian,and Sir Ronald M. Fergusson, the aaize of Keith, now 
serving as the Governor General of Australia. With this sam mail A 
send you something That may interest your Father. 


I think this now coneludes my story and I hope it will not 
weary your too much. I have little count your Rasher will be interested 
more ‘Than you can possibly be. 


A am greatly pleased to know that altho 80 yrs old he is 
hale and hearty and able to take his full part in life. I trust he 


may long continue so and altho. unknown I anne him my heartiest ‘greetings — 


for his welfare. 
Yrs. Very Sincerely, 


~ 


Alex. Kilgour. 


